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Former death row inmate agrees to life without parole

He'll serve life in prison for girliriend's slaying after giving up right to appesl.
By Craig Kapilan
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Font - In exchange for prosecutors no longer seeking the death
¢ penalty, Adrian Estrada, 27, agreed to forgo all rights to
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But during the sentencing phase, an expert for the state
Second viclim in [atal shooting identified a6 Il gave mislending infermation Lo jurars on the
danger Estrada could pose to society in the future, the
Texns Court of Criminal Appeals ruled last year. The uppellate court ordered the punishiment
phise retried.

Second victizn in fatzl shooting
Defense lawver Brian Stull, 2 Norlh Carolina-hased stalT atorney for the dmerican Civil identitied
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iberties Union's Capital Punishment Project, appeared o slrnggle with emotion Thursday as he
leL..an tnion's C 15)11 1? I umnhmulll Projeet, qip .UL i FO s‘lru;,_‘giL with emotion Thursday as he ENTERTAINMENT
read aloud o letter his clont had written to the victim's family.
T understand my aclions have caused many people remendous amounts of pain.” Estrada

wrote, “I rogret many things 1 did, particularly the way 1 treated (Sanchez).”

Estrada was foo nervous 1o read the letter himsell, Stull said,
Sancher's family dismissed Estiada's words as hollow. Mary Varess, the victim's mother, said

she hac ed she w 't have lo see Estrada azain until he was strapped to a gurney in the
he had hoped she wouldn g g

cxeeution chamber. She's disappointed the district attorney’s office allowed a com promise that

won't give her Lhat elosure, she said, Review: 'Hoodwinked Tool! Hood
vs, Evil*
“You just left my daughier rere i die. T hate you so much,” Vingas yvelled at Estrada during an

emotional victim impact statemoent. “You should have never, never, never gotten
another chance.” SPORTS

Prosecutors also wanled the death penalty, szid First Assistant District Attoiney CHE Horbers,
But given the change in eiveumstances, it didn't seem likely a new jury would have given it (o
Estrada, he said.

“We now have a four-vear track record where he was a model prisoner,” Herbers said,
expluining that Estrada also had no prior eviminal record.

Ajthough he's the first, Estrada might nat be the only death row inmate who gets a second
chance at punishment becanse of the erronecns testimony of prison expert AP, Merillaf, said
Stull of the ACLL.

Canada demolishes Franca 8-1 at
ice hockey worlds
Merillat told jurors in the Estrada case that after 10 yeurs in prison, Estrada could potentially he
given a lower, less restrigtive inmate classification that might resalt in him being put in the
prison's general papulation. To give the deatly penalty, jurors have {o deeide a defendant weuld
be a future danger Lo sociely, including fellow prison inmates.

) X £

Jurors mentioned the lestimony in a nole to the judge while deliberating,

“He has made the same ciror in other cases,” Stull said of Meriliag, “We think it could have wide-
ranging ramifications. Each case hasio play ilself out in court”
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Man gets 43 yaars in
prison for gang-
related death

San Maieo County
prosecutors sayJosue
Orozeo was senlenced to
43 years in prison Friday
afler pleading guilly last
monih 1o voluntary
manslaughier and witness
intimidation. Prosecutors
sayOrozeo, whowas 14,

Ex-hank president
gets five years in
prison

The former presidentof La
Cosle Nalional Bank was
senlenced Thursday fo five
years in federal prison for
his rofe in the only bank
failure in Texas lasl year.
Gwyn, whose senlence
included three years of
supenised release,...
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