Legality of death penalty put to test in Houston | Chronicle | Chron.com - ...

1of3

httpz//www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/7326678 html

Hot Logged In Login / Sign-up

“rchron | Chronicle

NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTVERTAINMENT LIFE TRAVEL BLOGS JOBS HOMES CARS CLASSIFIEDS

o
i

~i? 4% Comments :
Death penalty hearing begins in Harris County

courtroom
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Defense lawyers for Jahn Edward Green said in & Harris County
courtroom this morning that Texas has executed two innccent
defondants and the procedures surrounding the death penafly in
Texas are unconstitutional.
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"He is at risk of being wrangfully convicled, wrongfully sentenced
and wrongfully execuled,” said defenze lawyer Richard Burr.

Green, 25, faces the death penally, accused of a 2008 robbery and
murder in southwesl Houston.

Burr said Green is innocent.

Prosecudors argued that the law surrcunding the death penalty is
well settled and should be lef aione. They also argued that Green,
has nat been cenvicted of anylhing, and therefore lacks standing ta
argue against the death penalty.
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John Edward Green Jr, Is awsiting trial on charges
ha fatally shota Huong Thien Nguyen, 34, of
Houston, and wounded her sister My Houng Nguyen

during a June 2008 robbary, Harris County Assistant District Attorney Alan Curry argued that a

hearing to collect evidence is unnecessary.

Share "This is a legal issug, not an evidentiary issue,” Curry said.
g° belicio.us Digg "I believe | need to hear evidence,” State District Judge Kevin Fine
. answered,
Twitter ‘Yakoo! Buzz

Curry, the head of the appellate division of the district aftorney's

2 StumbisUpon gfice also lodged at least 19 other objections in writing before
T Email today.
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Today's arguments kicked off whal is expected te be an unusual
two-week hearing, in which Fine is reviewing capital punishment in
Texas,
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Witnesses expected to testify include former Texas Gav. Mark
White, who last month spoke in Houston with New York lawysr
Barry Scheck of the Itnocence Project.

White has called for legistative changes citing prablems with the
capital cases of Claude Jones and Cameron Willingham, both of whom have been executed.

Scheck is seeking &4 moratorium on executions. He is expected Lo try to convince the judge that Jones and
Willingham were actually innocent and that Texas has aimost certainly executed other innocents.

In March, Fine declarad the procedures surrounding the death penatty in Texas unconstitulional, then rescinded his
ruling and asked attorneys on both sides {o present more evidance.

Burr said three factors in Green's case — eyewilness identification, partial fingerprint evidence and information
provided by informants - were also used to convict Jongs and Willingham,

Andrea Keilen, executive director of Texas Defender Service, a nonprofit that represents death row inmates, has
said the hearing is the first time a court will consider the constitutionality of 1he Texas death penalty in the context
of analyzing whether there is a substartial risk of convicting the innocent.
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