Texas judge to hold hearing on death penalty law
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Texas judge to hold hearing on death penalty law

Green's atiorneys say they plan 1o y :
bring up the Willingham and Jones  PHOTOS Previous  Hext
cases ol the hearing, They claim the
siale's death penalty procedures
violate the Eighth Amendment right
to freedom from cruel and unusual
punishment because they create a
"substantial risk" that mnocent
people are wrengfully convicted
and sentenced to death.

Harris County prosecutors, whao
unsuccessfully tried to get Fine
removed from the case, declined (o
comment hefore Monday's hearing,
But in & petition filed last monih,

ihev asked the Texas Court FILE - in this Nov. 14, 2008 filz pholo, then newly elecled Siate Distict

.y . of Judge Kevin Fine shows his sleeve of taticos at his downlawn Housten

Criminal APPCB[S to 510[) the office. in the deeply Republican state that has executed mare comvicls than
: . . (AR any othar and the county thal has sent the mest to death row, an unusual

hcam& sa.ymg Fine doesn't have legal proceeding will begin this weck: Democrzlic judge Fine wilt hold a

the authority to declare the state's lengihy hearing which staris Manday Dec. 6, 2016 on the constitulionality

CRTC R of Ihe deaih penalty in Texas. (AP Photo/Houston Chranicla, Nick de la
death penalty law unconstitutional Tarms, File) (hick De La Toms - AP)

and higher courts, including the
0.5, Supreme Court, have
previously rejected Eighth Amendment challenges to
capital punishment.
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Prosecutors said Fine has shown "antagonism against View Mare Activily
the death penalty” and a jury should decide Green's fate,

The appeals court is dominated by Republicans and fed TooLBGR

by a chief judge who was disciplined for closing the i
court promptly at 5 p.m. while a death row inmale tried E-mall Reprints
unsuccessfully to file an appeal houss before he was

executed. But it denied the prosecution's motion, saying it couldn't act until Fine ruled.

Print

Anti-death penalty groups have lauded Fine, while those in favor of capital punishment call
him misguided.

“H's appropriate that a Harris County judge is stepping up and saying we need to take a time

out and look at the system," said Scott Cobb, president of the Texas Moratorium Networl, TOP JOBS
a group that advocates for a suspension of executions in the state.

Harris County has sentenced 286 people to death since Texas resumed executions in 1982,
and 115 of those have been executed.

Dudley Sharp, a death peaalty expert from
Houston who has worked with crime victims'
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